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safe frontier from every enemy but the hurricane and in
these secluded areas were planted the little Polynesian
colonies But the dynamic centre of this great npple of
humanity spreading over the Pacific is to be found away
back towards Asia and for reasons which we can only

FIG 13   MALAY FISHING BOATS BORNEO
Populating the Pacific islands became possible when Asia
produced its own Vikings
surmise The Indonesian Archipelago had everything needed
for building a race of seamen Here the curious mixture of
nver and sea bred the amphibious Malays who emphasize
their love of the water by their pile dwellings Here each
settlement became another Venice and many like that great
sea kept city became centres for traffic and commerce to
which m after years the European trader found his way
Along the coasts and on the rivers of Asia we find the
teeming human life spilling out on to the waters because
these offer food to the fisher roads to the trader and